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to help achieve desired ecological con-
ditions in the plan area. If so, stand-
ards for exceptions shall include the
particular conditions under which the
larger size is permitted and must set a
maximum size permitted under those
conditions.

(ii) Plan components may allow for
size limits exceeding those established
in paragraphs (d)(4) introductory text
and (d)(4)(i) of this section on an indi-
vidual timber sale basis after ‘‘60-days’’
public notice and review by the re-
gional forester.

(iii) The plan maximum size for open-
ings to be cut in one harvest operation
shall not apply to the size of openings
harvested as a result of natural cata-
strophic conditions such as fire, insect
and disease attack, or windstorm (16
U.S.C. 1604(2)(3)(F)H([iv)).

(5) Timber will be harvested from
NFS lands only where such harvest
would comply with the resource protec-
tions set out in sections 6(g)(3)(E) and
(F') of the NFMA (16 U.S.C. 1604(g)(3)(E)
and (F)). Some of these requirements
are listed in paragraphs (d)(2) to (d)(4)
of this section.

(6) The quantity of timber that may
be sold from the national forest is lim-
ited to an amount equal to or less than
that which can be removed from such
forest annually in perpetuity on a sus-
tained yield basis. This limit may be
measured on a decadal basis.

(i) The plan may provide for depar-
tures from this limit as provided by the
NFMA when departure would be con-
sistent with the plan’s desired condi-
tions and objectives. Exceptions for de-
parture from this limit on the quantity
sold may be made only after a public
review and comment period of at least
90 days.

(ii) This limit may be based upon in-
creases in harvest levels based on in-
tensified management practices, such
as reforestation, thinning, and tree im-
provement if such practices justify in-
creasing the harvests in accordance
with the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield
Act of 1960. The plan must require that
such harvest levels be decreased at the
end of each planning period if such
practices cannot be successfully imple-
mented or funds are not received to
permit such practices to continue sub-
stantially as planned.
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(iii) The Chief must include in the
Forest Service Directive System proce-
dures for estimating the quantity of
timber that can be removed annually
in perpetuity on a sustained-yield
basis, and exceptions, consistent with
16 U.S.C. 1611.

(7) The regeneration harvest of even-
aged stands of trees is limited to
stands that generally have reached the
culmination of mean annual increment
of growth. This requirement would
apply only to regeneration harvest of
even-aged stands on lands identified as
suitable for timber production and
where timber production is the pri-
mary purpose for the harvest. Plan
components may allow for exceptions,
set out in 16 U.S.C. 1604(m), only if such
harvest is consistent with the other
plan components of the land manage-
ment plan.

[77 FR 21260, Apr. 9, 2012, as amended at 77
FR 44145, July 27, 2012; 78 FR 23492, Apr. 19,
2013]

§219.12 Monitoring.

(a) Plan monitoring program. (1) The
responsible official shall develop a
monitoring program for the plan area
and include it in the plan. Monitoring
information should enable the respon-
sible official to determine if a change
in plan components or other plan con-
tent that guide management of re-
sources on the plan area may be need-
ed. The development of the plan moni-
toring program must be coordinated
with the regional forester and Forest
Service State and Private Forestry and
Research and Development. Respon-
sible officials for two or more adminis-
trative units may jointly develop their
plan monitoring programs.

(2) The plan monitoring program sets
out the plan monitoring questions and
associated indicators. Monitoring ques-
tions and associated indicators must be
designed to inform the management of
resources on the plan area, including
by testing relevant assumptions, track-
ing relevant changes, and measuring
management effectiveness and progress
toward achieving or maintaining the
plan’s desired conditions or objectives.
Questions and indicators should be
based on one or more desired condi-
tions, objectives, or other plan compo-
nents in the plan, but not every plan
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component mneeds to have a
responding monitoring question.

(3) The plan monitoring program
should be coordinated and integrated
with relevant broader-scale monitoring
strategies (paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion) to ensure that monitoring is com-
plementary and efficient, and that in-
formation is gathered at scales appro-
priate to the monitoring questions.

(4) Subject to the requirements of
paragraph (a)(5) of this section, the re-
sponsible official has the discretion to
set the scope and scale of the plan
monitoring program, after considering:

(i) Information needs identified
through the planning process as most
critical for informed management of
resources on the plan area; and

(ii) The financial and technical capa-
bilities of the Agency.

(6) Each plan monitoring program
must contain one or more monitoring
questions and associated indicators ad-
dressing each of the following:

(i) The status of select watershed
conditions.

(ii) The status of select ecological
conditions including key characteris-
tics of terrestrial and aquatic eco-
systems.

(iii) The status of focal species to as-
sess the ecological conditions required
under §219.9.

(iv) The status of a select set of the
ecological conditions required under
§219.9 to contribute to the recovery of
federally listed threatened and endan-
gered species, conserve proposed and
candidate species, and maintain a via-
ble population of each species of con-
servation concern.

(v) The status of visitor use, visitor
satisfaction, and progress toward meet-
ing recreation objectives.

(vi) Measurable changes on the plan
area related to climate change and
other stressors that may be affecting
the plan area.

(vii) Progress toward meeting the de-
sired conditions and objectives in the
plan, including for providing multiple
use opportunities.

(viii) The effects of each management
system to determine that they do not
substantially and permanently impair
the productivity of the land (16 U.S.C.
1604(2)(3)(C)).

cor-
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(6) A range of monitoring techniques
may be used to carry out the moni-
toring requirements in paragraph (a)(5)
of this section.

(7) This section does not apply to
projects or activities. Project and ac-
tivity monitoring may be used to gath-
er information for the plan monitoring
program, and information gathered
through plan monitoring may be used
to inform development of projects or
activities. But, the monitoring require-
ments of this section are not a pre-
requisite for making a decision to
carry out a project or activity.

(b) Broader-scale monitoring strategies.
(1) The regional forester shall develop a
broader-scale monitoring strategy for
plan monitoring questions that can
best be answered at a geographic scale
broader than one plan area.

(2) When developing a monitoring
strategy, the regional forester shall co-
ordinate with the relevant responsible
officials, Forest Service State and Pri-
vate Forestry and Research and Devel-
opment, partners, and the public. Two
or more regional foresters may jointly
develop broader-scale monitoring
strategies.

(3) BEach regional forester shall en-
sure that the broader-scale monitoring
strategy is within the financial and
technical capabilities of the region and
complements other ongoing moni-
toring efforts.

(4) Projects and activities may be
carried out under plans developed,
amended, or revised under this part be-
fore the regional forester has developed
a broader-scale monitoring strategy.

(c) Timing and process for developing
the plan monitoring program and broader-
scale strategies. (1) The responsible offi-
cial shall develop the plan monitoring
program as part of the planning proc-
ess for a new plan development or plan
revision. Where a plan’s monitoring
program has been developed under the
provisions of a prior planning regula-
tion and the unit has not initiated plan
revision under this part, the respon-
sible official shall modify the plan
monitoring program within 4 years of
the effective date of this part, or as
soon as practicable, to meet the re-
quirements of this section.
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(2) The regional forester shall de-
velop a broader-scale monitoring strat-
egy as soon as practicable.

(3) To the extent practicable, appro-
priate, and relevant to the monitoring
questions in the plan monitoring pro-
gram, plan monitoring programs and
broader-scale strategies must be de-
signed to take into account:

(i) Existing national and regional in-
ventory, monitoring, and research pro-
grams of the Agency, including from
the NFS, State and Private Forestry,
and Research and Development, and of
other governmental and non-govern-
mental entities;

(ii) Opportunities to design and carry
out multi-party monitoring with other
Forest Service units, Federal, State or
local government agencies, scientists,
partners, and members of the public;
and

(iii) Opportunities to design and
carry out monitoring with federally
recognized Indian Tribes and Alaska
Native Corporations.

(d) Biennial evaluation of the moni-
toring information. (1) The responsible
official shall conduct a biennial evalua-
tion of new information gathered
through the plan monitoring program
and relevant information from the
broader-scale strategy, and shall issue
a written report of the evaluation and
make it available to the public.

(i) The first monitoring evaluation
for a plan or plan revision developed in
accordance with this subpart must be
completed no later than 2 years from
the effective date of plan decision.

(ii) Where the monitoring program
developed under the provisions of a
prior planning regulation has been
modified to meet the requirements of
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the
first monitoring evaluation must be
completed no later than 2 years from
the date the change takes effect.

(iii) The monitoring evaluation re-
port may be postponed for 1 year in
case of exigencies, but notice of the
postponement must be provided to the
public prior to the date the report is
due for that year (§219.16(c)(6)).

(2) The monitoring evaluation report
must indicate whether or not a change
to the plan, management activities, or
the monitoring program, or a new as-
sessment, may be warranted based on
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the new information. The monitoring
evaluation report must be used to in-
form adaptive management of the plan
area.

(3) The monitoring evaluation report
may be incorporated into other plan-
ning documents if the responsible offi-
cial has initiated a plan revision or rel-
evant amendment.

(4) The monitoring evaluation report
is not a decision document rep-
resenting final Agency action, and is
not subject to the objection provisions
of subpart B.

§219.13 Plan amendment and adminis-
trative changes.

(a) Plan amendment. A plan may be
amended at any time. Plan amend-
ments may be broad or narrow, depend-
ing on the need for change, and should
be used to keep plans current and help
units adapt to new information or
changing conditions. The responsible
official has the discretion to determine
whether and how to amend the plan.
Except as provided by paragraph (c) of
this section, a plan amendment is re-
quired to add, modify, or remove one or
more plan components, or to change
how or where one or more plan compo-
nents apply to all or part of the plan
area (including management areas or
geographic areas).

(b) Amendment process.
sible official shall:

(1) Base an amendment on a prelimi-
nary identification of the mneed to
change the plan. The preliminary iden-
tification of the need to change the
plan may be based on a new assess-
ment; a monitoring report; or other
documentation of new information,
changed conditions, or changed -cir-
cumstances. When a plan amendment
is made together with, and only applies
to, a project or activity decision, the
analysis prepared for the project or ac-
tivity may serve as the documentation
for the preliminary identification of
the need to change the plan;

(2) Provide opportunities for public
participation as required in §219.4 and
public notification as required in
§219.16. The responsible official may
combine processes and associated pub-
lic notifications where appropriate,
considering the scope and scale of the
need to change the plan; and

The respon-
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